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June 8, 1989
UM BUSINESS QUARTERLY REPORTS ON FOREIGN-OWNED U.S. LAND 
MISSOULA —
Foreign ownership of U.S. farmland is causing concern among 
Americans who believe this foreign "invasion" will drive up the 
price of farmland, according to an article in the summer issue of 
the Montana Business Quarterly.
The University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic 
Research publishes the Quarterly.
"Many feel that foreign money pouring into the U.S. 
agricultural sector threatens the sanctity of the family farm," 
say authors Cliff P. Dobitz and Donald R. Kirby, professors at 
North Dakota State University in Fargo.
"The perceived problem is that foreign ownership of U.S. 
farmland heightens the overall competition in an economic sector 
in which individual producers already have little control over 
the selling price of their output," they say.
Americans shouldn't panic, though, because only a very small 
proportion of U.S agricultural land is foreign owned, Dobitz and 
Kirby's statistics reveal. At year-end 1987, foreigners owned 
12,534,972 acres, or 0.97 percent of all privately held 
agricultural land. That acreage would cover an area slightly 
less than one-fourth the size of Montana.
Despite popular perception that the Japanese rank high in 
the amount of foreign-owned U.S. farmland, by the end of 1987
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they owned 1.2 percent, ranking them 10th in the world, the 
authors say.
In Montana, foreigners owned 442,484 acres, or 0.8 percent 
of the total privately-owned land in the state at year-end 1987, 
the article says. Canadians are the dominant foreign owners in 
Montana, with 166,978 acres or 38 percent of foreign-owned land, 
followed by the Dutch with 50,906 acres or 11.5 percent, and West 
Germans with 19,470 acres or 4.4 percent, the authors say. All 
other foreigners combined own 205,105 acres or 46.4 percent.
Montana counties that have the most foreign-owned cropland 
acres are Rosebud with 11,111 acres, Toole with 11,004 acres, 
Cascade with 9,265 acres, and Gallatin with 4,600 acres, the 
article says. Foreign ownership of pastureland in Montana 
counties is concentrated in Rosebud with 188,826 acres, Big Horn 
with 45,558 acres and Wheatland with 24,676 counties, Dobitz and 
Kirby say.
Other articles published in the Quarterly's summer issue 
include: Montana State Park System Visitor Study; Profiling
Montana's Out-of-State Visitors; and Montana's Growing Market 
Segments. The Quarterly is available for $4 per copy at the 
Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of Montana, 
Missoula, MT 59812; (406) 243-5113. Subscription rates are $15 
for one year, $25 for two years and $35 for three years.
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